
THE NUMBERS IN THE COPTIC LANGUAGE 
 
 

 The Copts used the letters of the alphabet as numerical digits in their various 
mathematical interactions.  Above or below the letter, a line, known as the "Complement” 
is placed to denote it as a number rather than a letter. 
 
 
     Units                 Tenths          Hundreds    Thousands 
 
1   ouai         a/             10   mht               i////       100   ]e                                r/                  1000   ]o                                 a 
2   ̀cnau       b/             20   jout         k/         200   ̀cnau   ̀n]e       c/                  2000   ̀cnau   ̀n]o        b 
3   ]omt    g/             30   map              l/       300   ]omt   ̀n]e  t/                  3000   ]omt   ̀n]o     g 
4   ̀ftou     d/             40   ̀\me               m/       400   ̀ftou   ̀n]e      u/                 4000   ̀ftou   ̀n]o      d 
5   ̀tiou         e/             50   tebi              n/          500   ̀tiou   ̀n]e       v/                  5000   ̀tiou   ̀n]o          e 
6   coou        ,/             60   ce                       [/       600   coou   ̀n]e       x/                  6000   coou   ̀n]o         , 
7   ]a]f    z/             70   ̀]be                 o/       700   ]a]f   ̀n]e   y/                 7000   ]a]f   ̀n]o    z 
8   ̀]mhn     h/             80   'emne        p/       800   ̀]mhn   ̀n]e    w/                  8000   ̀]mhn   ̀n]o     h 
9   yit           q/                   90   pictau    f/       900   yit   ̀n]e    ]/                  9000   yit   ̀n]o           q 

 
The contemporary Copts used the word  "pet]ouit"  to denote "Zero". 
 
 
Examples: 
 
k/d/     =   24   =   jout   ̀ftou 
m/q/      =   49   =   ̀\me   yit 
r/m/d/     =  144   =   ]e   nem   ̀\me   ̀ftou            (]e    ̀\me   ̀ftou) 
r/n/      =  150   =   ]e   nem   tebi        (]e   tebi) 
 
 
Exercise:  Translate into Coptic: 
 
318 = 
200 = 
12 = 
72 = 
365 = 
5500 = 
 


	Units                 Tenths          Hundreds    Thousands

