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Course Description 

This advanced course provides an in-depth study of Christian Patrology, the writings and theology 
of the Church Fathers, whose works remain foundational for all Christian traditions, not only the 
Coptic Orthodox Church. The course explores the patristic interpretation of the Old and New 
Testaments, revealing how the Fathers laid the theological and spiritual foundations that shaped the 
Orthodox understanding of faith, doctrine, and practice. This understanding is a foundation of the 
Orthodox faith understanding of theology and related topics.  

While the course primarily reflects the Coptic Orthodox perspective, it recognises that the 
writings of the Fathers belong to the universal heritage of the Christian Church. Students will 
engage academically with both convergent and divergent views among the Fathers, fostering a deep 
and critical appreciation for the development of theological thought within the early centuries of 
Christianity. It is recognized that different church fathers could have different approaches regarding 
different issues and that is addressed academically and thoroughly in the course.  

“Stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught.” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:15, NKJV) 

Course Objectives 

• To introduce students to the lives, writings, and theological contributions of the major 
Church Fathers. 

• To explore the patristic explanation of the Old and New Testaments, emphasising its role 
as the cornerstone of Orthodox theology. 

• To develop an understanding of how the teachings of the Fathers shaped Christian 
doctrine, worship, and spiritual life. 

• To evaluate differing patristic opinions academically and within the framework of Orthodox 
tradition. 



Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify key Church Fathers and their historical and theological contexts. 

2. Analyse patristic writings as primary sources for Orthodox theology and biblical 
interpretation. 

3. Demonstrate an integrated understanding of how the Fathers’ writings inform the faith, 
liturgy, and spirituality of the Coptic Orthodox Church. 

4. Engage critically with patristic texts using appropriate theological and historical 
methodologies. 

Course Structure 

The course will be delivered entirely online through the TEACH Learning Management System 
(LMS). 

• Delivery Mode: All lectures delivered via Zoom. 

• Materials: Recorded lectures, digital reading materials, and discussion forums will be 
available on the course platform. 

Assessment 

Two term exams.   

Duration 

October 2025 – June 2026 

Prerequisites 

Applicants must hold at least a General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) or 
equivalent qualification. 

Certificate 

Upon successful completion of the course and both term examinations, participants will receive the 
High Diploma in Christian Patrology 
awarded by the European Academy of Coptic Heritage (TEACH). 


